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News

T
he South Lakes High
School Band took first
place with a Superior

Rating in Class 5 A at the 2010
United States Scholastic Band
Association (USSBA) Northern
Virginia Showcase on Saturday,
Oct. 16. The band also was
awarded Best Music and Best
Percussion. Also, on Oct. 2, at
the USSBA Marching Band
Competition in Winchester, Va.,
the South Lakes High School
Band received awards for Best
Visual Effect, Best General Ef-
fect, Best Percussion, Best Visual
Ensemble, Best Music and re-
ceived the highest score of all
bands for the day.

In addition to competing at
these competitions, the band
took time during the week to
visit Sunrise Valley Elementary
School. Several first and second
graders sat behind the drum
major and tried to copy the con-
ducting patterns.

The powerful 110 marching
unit of the Seahawk Marching
Band began practice in August,
three weeks before school
started, under the direction of
Grayson Fore. The community
is invited to come to the home
football games at South Lakes
High School to see the band’s
half-time performance and to
attend the next competition

held on Oct. 30, at West Spring-
field High School.

South Lakes Band is selling
citrus again this year. Donations
of fruit for Reston Interfaith’s
Embry Rucker Shelter are also
being taken by band members.
If you are interested in purchas-
ing fruit, see a student in the
band or visit their website at
www.southlakesband.org.
Online donations are welcome.
Corporate sponsors are sought
to underwrite major expenses.

South Lakes
to Hold Annual
Homecoming
Parade

 South Lakes High School will
be holding its annual Home-
coming Parade Oct. 22 at 5 p.m.
at the Hunters Woods Shopping
Center Parking lot. As part of
the Homecoming tradition,
various organizations in and
around the Reston area, Home-
coming Court, special guests
and local elementary and
middle schools will partake in
the parade.

It is one of South Lakes’ big-
gest and longest running school
events- and traditions.

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
his month marks the
20th anniversary of
Reston Town Center,
which has evolved into

an urban-style destination in met-
ropolitan Washington, D.C. area.
The Reston Historic Trust, which
includes the Reston Museum, as
well as the Reston Community
Center and the Reston Chamber of
Commerce have put together a
series of events to tell the story of
how Reston’s downtown came to
be.

On Oct. 18, 1990, Reston Town
Center officially opened with the
dedication of the Mercury Foun-
tain. Saint Clair Cemin, a Brazil-
ian-born sculptor created the 20-
foot bronze and marble statue.
The figure of Mercury was chosen
because he is the patron of com-
merce and communication.

On Oct. 18, 2010, Reston
founder Robert Simon joined man-
agement from Reston Town Cen-
ter, town center developers and
other local officials for the plant-
ing of a time capsule, not to be
opened for another 20 years.
Among the items placed in the
capsule, which will not be seen by

human eyes until Oct. 18, 2030,
were current newspapers, books
and magazines, as well as a few
fashion items donated by town
center retailers.

“We thought about putting a
thumb drive in there with some
photos and other information, but
in 20 years, thumb drives could be
as useful as 8-tracks,” said Kathy
Cope, general manager of Reston
Town Center Phase I. “Hopefully
some of us will be here in 20 years
when they dig it up.”

District Supervisor Cathy
Hudgins (D-Hunter Mill) was one
of the officials who threw the first
spadeful of dirt on the capsule.

“Reston Town Center has seen
20 years of great planning and
development, and I hope they’ll be
able to say the same in 20 years,”
she said.

LATER THAT EVENING, the
Reston Museum officially opened
its exhibit on Reston Town Center.
The exhibit formed a makeshift
urban center in the middle of the
museum, where a giant roadmap
on the ground was flanked by “sky-
scraper” displays, which pointed

out many of the features of the
town center.

Many of the planners spent the
better part of the 80s designing
and planning Reston Town Center
were on hand. Cy Paumier is an
urban design consultant who
pushed the idea of an urban cen-
ter as opposed to a standard retail
mall.

“I thought the best solution was
a Main Street-style place, but a lot
of people wanted an indoor, closed
mall,” he said. “I’m very pleased
and proud of how it turned out.”

Reston existed for 26 years be-
fore the town center opened, and
one of the reasons it was opened
was to attract more people from
around the D.C. area.

“In 1990, people from the Wash-
ington metro area didn‘t come to
Reston, we had to convince them
to come. The ice rink was sup-
posed to be temporary, to hide the
fact that we didn‘t have many ten-
ants in place,” said Hunter
Richardson, a former vice presi-
dent at Reston Land Corporation
and a senior development man-
ager on the Reston Town Center.
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From left, Jeanne Krohn, who designed the exhibit at the Reston Museum, Hunter
Richardson, who helped develop and market Reston Town Center, Leila Gordon, ex-
ecutive director of the Reston Community Center, Jim Cleveland, who helped develop
Reston Town Center and Chuck Veatch, a founding board member of the Reston His-
toric Trust, speak about their experiences with Reston Town Center.

It Was 20 Years Ago Today
Time Capsule,
exhibit kick off
Reston Town
Center’s 20th
anniversary.

Happy Anniversary
The Reston Community Center and the Reston Historic Trust will be holding

several events to reflect on the past, present and future of Reston Town Center over
the next few weeks. For more information about the events, call 703-709-7700,
or e-mail restonmuseum@gmail.com.

❖ Oct. 23: “Developing the Dream” panel discussion, featuring Reston Town
Center developers Hunter Richardson and Jim Cleveland, designer Cy Paumier and
John Thillman, who served on the Fairfax Planning Commission. Discussion, 2 to
4 p.m. at the Reston Community Center Lake Anne, 1609A Washington Plaza.

❖ Oct. 30: Walking tour of Reston Town Center. Bonnie White, a Lake Anne resi-
dent and volunteer at the Reston Museum, Richardson and Joe Ritchey will lead a
tour, starting at 1:30 p.m. at the Greater Reston Arts Center, 12001 Market Street.

❖ Nov. 5: “Visions for the Future” panel discussion, featuring Robert Goudie and
Pete Otteni. Discussion, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Reston Community Center Lake
Anne.
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The community is invited to attend the next competi-
tion held on Oct. 30, at West Springfield High School.

South Lakes High
Band Wins Again

Town of Herndon residents, busi-
ness owners and all who have a stake
in the pending arrival of Metrorail’s
Silver Line are encouraged to attend a
community workshop, Monday, Nov.
8, at 7 p.m., at the Herndon Senior
Center, 873 Grace Street, Herndon.

The Herndon-Monroe Metrorail

stop on Metrorail’s Silver Line is ex-
pected to open in 2016. The stop will
be located in the median of the Dulles
Toll Road, adjacent to the existing
park-and-ride garage on Sunrise Val-
ley Drive. A pedestrian bridge will
connect the station to land within the
Town of Herndon, on the south side of
Herndon Parkway.

For more information on the
project, including the Nov. 8 work-
shop, contact the Department of
Community Development at 703-787-
7830 or metro.plan@herndon-va.gov

Metro Area Study
Workshop Set For
Nov. 8


