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News

By Alex McVeigh
The Connection

Reston residents were
given an opportunity
to review the stream
restoration process

going on in their community Sat-
urday, June 5, with a new exhibit
at the Reston Museum and a walk-
ing tour of several streams.

The Northern Virginia Stream
Restoration Bank Project is a part-
nership between Wetland Studies
and Solutions, Inc. and The
Peterson Companies, who are
working together with the Reston
Association. The goal of Phase I of
the project is to restore 14 miles
of degraded streams in Snakeden
Branch, The Glade and Colvin Run
watersheds.

The streams are being restored
using Natural Channel Design
Techniques, which involve raising
the stream bed, placing a rein-
forced bed and placement of rock
and log structures designed to di-
rect flow away from channel
banks.

The project is the largest urban
stream restoration in the mid-At-
lantic.

RESIDENTS GATHERED at the
Reston Museum Saturday, where
the night before a new exhibit was
opened explaining the project.

“We are trying to help people
learn the history and the benefits
of the project, and to show them
the pros and cons of what we’re
trying to do,” said Mike Rolband,
president of WSSI. “The majority
of people who have come have
been pretty informed, and we’ve
gotten a very positive response in
the last few months.”

After visitors viewed the exhibit,
they were invited to walk to a
stream in the nearby Hickory Clus-

ter section of Lake Anne, where
restoration has been proposed for
mid to late 2011.

“This kind of work has been
needed at Hickory Cluster for a
long time,” said Bonnie Whyte, a
volunteer at the Reston Museum
and a former resident of Hickory
Cluster.

Bob Anderson, a longtime resi-
dent of Hickory Cluster, believes
the project is something that is
needed for the long-term well-be-
ing of the area.

“It might be a major change, but
it’s something that has long been
needed here,” he said. “It might
be difficult to get through, but it
will be worth it.”

IN CASE any of the residents
needed convincing, Rolband and
his associates took them to The
Glade, which had a previous sec-
tion restored at the end of March,
and parts of which are still ongo-
ing.
The Glade project was delayed
more than six months while the
community voiced its concerns,
but the end results, Whyte said,
should speak for themselves.

“I’d be very surprised if [the
Hickory Cluster] part was held up,

after all, now people can just go
to The Glade and see the results
for themselves,” she said.

The restoration aims to reduce
the energy level of fast-moving
water, which happens during and
after storms. The fast-moving wa-
ter creates steep, eroding banks
and threatens adjacent trails, trees
and sewers.

As part of the restoration, head-
ers and cross-veins are placed at
approximately 100-foot intervals
to help dissipate the water’s en-
ergy. Headers, which are long, flat
rocks placed horizontally across
the stream, help to keep the wa-
ter ripples flatter, which creates
less erosion.

Cross-veins, which are long sec-
tions placed out from the headers,
help to replace steep, vertical
banks, which were as much as
eight feet high along The Glade,
Rolband said.

The area around the stream is
planted with rye and millet grass
and as many as 20-30 other spe-
cies of plant, all of which will form
a cover crop whose root system
will help keep the shore intact.

For more information on stream
restoration in the area, visit
www.wetlandstudies.com
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Mike Rolband, president of Wetland Studies and Solutions, shows how restoration has
affected The Glade stream for the better, by helping to cut down on erosion of the
stream bank.

Reviewing Reston Stream Restoration

This stream near Lake Anne’s Hickory Cluster is one of
the streams in the area that needs restoration. Residents
were given a tour of two streams, one pre-restoration
and one post-restoration June 5.

Earthquake, The Way to
Be, and Monument to
the Sun and Stars, three

vibrantly colored wood sculp-
tures, will be situated in plant-
ing beds along the Market
Street side of Reston Town
Square Park during the week of
June 7. The three works by
Maryland sculptor Mike Shaffer
appear as part of gaps, a juried
exhibition, featuring 22 other
artists whose work will be in-
stalled inside Greater Reston
Arts Center adjacent to the park
at 12001 Market St. All sculp-
ture was selected by Vesela
Sretenovic, curator of modern
and contemporary art at The
Phillips Collection.

The installation of Mike
Shaffer’s sculpture in Reston
Town Square Park is the first
temporary outdoor sculpture
exhibition in the park and the
first collaborative project be-
tween Greater Reston Arts Cen-
ter (GRACE), Initiative for Pub-
lic Art – Reston (IPAR), and
Washington Sculptors Group
(WSG). In 2008-09, IPAR sup-
ported Sleeping Tree, a multi-
part project at GRACE and Dog-
wood Elementary School. Dur-

ing the spring of 2010, WSG
collaborated with GRACE to
present POP-UP@SOMA, a tem-
porary sculpture exhibition in
the empty South Market build-
ing on Explorer Street in Reston.

To learn more about Shaffer,
visit his website at http://
mikeshaffer.net/ and join him
as he discusses his work with
juror, Vesela Sretenovic and
other exhibition artists on
Wednesday, July 7, from 6-7:30
p.m. at GRACE.

For an in-depth conversation
about temporary versus perma-
nent public art, join Dale
Lanzone, president of public
art International Marlborough,
and a panel of public arts pro-
fessionals on Tuesday, July 20,
at 7:30 p.m. at GRACE.

An exhibition catalog featur-
ing all works in gaps will be
available at GRACE.

To learn more about the co-
sponsoring organizations, visit
their websites: Greater Reston
Arts Center
www.restonarts.org; Initiative
for Public Art – Reston
www.publicartreston.org; and
Washington Sculptors Group
www.washingtonsculptors.org.

Reception, Salon, Discussion
Three sculptures arrive June 8-10 in Reston Town Square Park. Works

are part of the juried exhibition, gaps, on view at Greater Reston Arts Cen-
ter, June 24-July 31, with gaps opening reception on Saturday, June 26,
5-7 p.m. Juror’s Salon is Wednesday, July 7, 6-7:30 p.m. and Panel Discus-
sion “The Gallery Outside: Acquisition or Exhibition,” is Tuesday, July 20,
7:30 p.m.

Mike Shaffer, ‘Monument to the Sun and Stars,’
2009, 12’ x 2.5’ x 2.5,’ acrylic, reclaimed wood.

Sculptures To Grace
Town Square Park


